RTI Think Aloud
Objective:  Students will be able to increase their comprehension of a reading passage through the use of a think aloud.

RTI Focus:  Comprehension

Activity (Day One):  The teacher will choose a selection from the students’ curriculum.  (S)he will begin reading the passage aloud to the students, pausing periodically to share what (s)he is thinking.  Depending on the chosen content, this could take several forms.  The teacher may pause to share emotions such as surprise or the think aloud may take place after each paragraph, being used to summarize the main ideas.  After the teacher has modeled the process, the teacher will pair the students and have them take turns reading and performing the same time of think aloud.  (For example, if the teacher was summarizing after each paragraph, the students will also summarize after each paragraph.)  In some cases, the teacher may choose to have the students read silently to themselves and only verbalize the think aloud.  The teacher may also choose to have one student read and the other partner perform the think aloud.  When the students have completed the passage, the teacher will pull the class back together for a short discussion.
Assessment (Day One):  The students will take a short quiz on the content.

Suggested Response (Day Two):  Students who did not achieve an 80% on the assessment from Day One will participate in an additional activity.  If the think aloud focused on summarizing, the teacher may wish to hold a group discussion, beginning with making the thought process even more transparent.  For example, the first time, the teacher may have said, “In that paragraph I learned that two conditions are necessary for the creation of a fossil.”  This time, the teacher may add, “I knew that two conditions were necessary because the third sentence said…”  The teacher should point out important transition words during this process.  Students may then be asked to get back into their groups and complete the reading in the same manner.  The quiz from day one or a similar quiz would be given at the end.  If the think aloud from day one focused on reactions to the reading, the teacher may wish to give students another selection that introduces a conflicting viewpoint or some other twist on the same content.  The process would be repeated, and a new quiz would be given.
