RTI Mapping the Passage
Objective:  Students will be able to increase their reading comprehension on shorter, ACT-styled passage through the use of Mapping the Passage.

RTI Focus:  Reading Comprehension

Activity (Day One):  Select an appropriately sized reading passage related to the content goals of your course. Have students practice active reading by focusing on the following questions as they read.

1. Why did the author write this passage? Is the author attempting to persuade the reader? (author’s purpose)

2. What, generally speaking, it the passage about? (topic)

3. How does the author feel about the topic? (tone)

4. What is the purpose of each individual paragraph? (main idea)

Additionally assess their comprehension by asking them to determine the overall main idea as well as the main idea of each paragraph.  Remember that titles and topics are NOT main ideas.  They are too broad.  Also specific details are NOT main ideas.  They are too narrow.  Main ideas help guide the reader through the information in the passage.

For a more detailed explanation check out: 

http://books.google.com/books
From the above page, search “mapping the passage kaplan”

Assessment (Day One):  The teacher will model passage mapping process with students, then supply them with a passage to map on their own.
Suggested Response (Day Two):  Students who did not achieve an 80% on the assessment from Day One will participate in an additional review of the process before attempting the activity again.  Successful students will move on with additional practice.
