RTI Graphic Organizer Activity
Objective:  Students will be able to use a graphic organizer to increase their comprehension of a reading passage.

RTI Focus:  Comprehension

Activity (Day One):  The teacher will choose a graphic organizer to help students to organize content as they read.  Here are some suggestions:  http://www.somers.k12.ny.us/intranet/skills/thinkmaps.html
If students are new to the graphic organizer or to this type of graphic organizer, the teacher may wish to spend a few minutes doing a practice graphic organizer with more familiar/non-content based material.  Alternately, the teacher may choose to give the students a concept map that is already partially completed.  Then students will read the passage from their curriculum and complete the graphic organizer.  This may be done individually or in groups.  When they are finished, the class will come back together as a whole to finish their graphic organizers.
Assessment (Day One):  The students will take a short quiz on the content.

Suggested Response (Day Two):  Students who did not achieve an 80% on the assessment from Day One will participate in an additional activity.  The teacher will ask students to reread the passage, but this time, the students will create their own graphic organizer.  The emphasis is not on getting a “correct” graphic organizer, but on the students being able to articulate main points from the reading, in a way that makes sense to them.  After having approximately ten minutes to work, the teacher will bring the class together as a group and invite students to share their organizers with the rest of the class.  During this time, the teacher may question students’ conceptions or make comparisons between students’ work but should also encourage dialog between students.  If the group is large, the teacher may wish to break it down into smaller groups to encourage dialog, while circulating between groups.  After 5-7 minutes of discussion, the students will retake the quiz from Day 1 or a similar quiz.
